Bossier City Truancy Center
to Receive Outstanding
Program of the Year Award

Bossier City
Truancy Center

As the 2007 spring executive committee meeting of the International Association

for Truancy & Dropout Prevention (IATDP) the Bossier Truancy Center was selected to receive the
Outstanding Program of the Year Award for 2007. The award is given for exemplary programs that
address truancy and dropout prevention programs which show positive results. The Bossier Truancy
center has been recognized throughout Louisiana and now will be recognized internationally for their
truancy and dropout prevention efforts. The award will be presented in New York City at the 97th Annual
Conference for Truancy and Dropout Prevention in October, 2007.

The International Association for Truancy and Dropout Prevention, an international association for

the prevention of truancy and school dropouts, began in Chicago, Illinois in 1911. The founder of the
Association, William Bodine, a newsman and attendance officer from Chicago, Illinois, started the
Association with the mission of promoting good school attendance and the prevention of truancy. Over the
last 97 years, the International Association for Truancy and Dropout Prevention’s annual conference has
been held in various states of the continental U.S. (including Louisiana) as well as Canada and the United
Kingdom. The mission has always been for the prevention of truancy and school dropouts.

The Bossier Truancy Center, under the leadership of Mr. Richey Jackson, with the support of the Bossier
Parish District Attorney Schuyler Marvin, has shown positive exemplary results in the prevention of
school truancy and school dropouts in both the Bossier and Webster Parish school systems. Mr. Jackson, a
former classroom teacher and coach, has dedicated his time and the efforts of the Bossier Truancy Center
toward the prevention of truancy and school dropouts in Bossier and Webster parishes. The use of a
school attendance and data management system, JPAMS, developed by Edgear Educational Systems
of Louisiana, provided the necessary programs to locate by early detection, track, and assist with
follow-up services for possible truant students and possible dropouts. By using automated tracking
systems like JPAMS by the Center, students were not allowed to “fall through the cracks” and wind
up as dropouts.

Two topics of most concern nation-wide and world-wide are: 1. School Attendance/School Dropouts,

and 2. School Safety/Security/School Discipline. School truancy has been noted as “THE NUMBER 1
CORRELATION?” for criminal behaviors later in life by school children and young adults. It is reasonable
to note the importance of school attendance in relation to graduation rates. Student dropout rates are
increasing each year in the United States, and the efforts to prevent truancy and dropouts are growing
increasingly important.
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